Advanced esophageal cancer.
Although the prognosis for patients with early cancer is good, throughout the world the majority of patients present with advanced disease, and in them, survival is poor. Accurate staging is essential to inform prognosis; to select candidates who may be cured by surgery alone; to select patients requiring neoadjuvant therapy, especially when new protocols are being studied; and to detect patients with advanced disease who would be best served by palliative therapy.